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tionship and duties, nor hinder me from completing the
work I have begun.                                                     22

"I regret to leave you. But I will go to the sages
who can teach me religion and so find the path on which
we can escape evil.                                                  K

"May your country enjoy peace and prosperity,
and may wisdom be shed upon your rule like the
brightness of the meridian sun. May your royal power
be strong and may righteousness be the sceptre in your
hand/'                                                                             24

The king, clasping his hands with reverence, bowed
down before Shakyamuni and said : " May you obtain
that which you seek, and, having obtained It, come
back, I pray you, and receive me as your disciple." ffi

Bodhisattva parted from the king in friendship and
good-will, and he purposed in his heart to grant his
request.                                                                          26

IX.  BODHISATTVA'S SEARCH.

Arada and Udraka were renowned as teachers
among the Brahmans, and there was no one In those
days who surpassed them in learning and philosoph-
ical knowledge.                                                         1

Bodhisattva went to them and sat at their feet.
He listened to their doctrines of the atman or self,
which is the ego of the mind and the doer of all doings.
He learned their views of the transmigration of souls
and of the law of karma ; how the souls of bad men
had to suffer by being reborn in men of low caste,
in animals, or in hell, while those who purified them-
selves by libations., by sacrifices, and by self-mortifica-
tion would become kings, or Brahmans, or devas, so
as to rise higher and higher in trie grades of existence.